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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the^invention by the _ . 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defiinedTrrSScfiS??^^ 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was*'published'UnderAirticfe^t(2)=-^ - 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-14, 20-22. 26-29, 31-51. 57-60, 64-66. and 68-83 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Moore et al (Moore hereinafter, PUB NO.: 
2004/0088261). 

Re claim 1. Moore discloses a method of targeting savings comprising: providing a 
request format to a user to target savings deposits (i.e., automatic value transfer to a 
savings account, See paras 0044), the request format being a part of a debit statement 
a financial institution provides to the user (see paras 0043); composing a request to 
target savings deposits using the request format (i.e., enrollment form page that 
presents account owner with a variety of data entry boxes to accept Information about 
the user, see paras 0045); the request including data the user designates; and sending 
the request format to the financial institution (i.e., the account owner verify the 
enrollment information, see paras 0045). 

Re claims 2, 3-14. Moore further discloses the method wherein the data the user 
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designates includes a total dollar amount of money to be saved (see paras 0045. 0047, 
0054. 0057). 

Re claims 20-22, 26-29 and 31-36. Moore further discloses the method further 
comprising receiving at the financial institution an acceptance from the user of the at 
least one targeted savings plan (see paras 0045, 0047 and 0054). 
Re claim 37. Moore further discloses the method wherein the debit statement includes 
one or more of a credit card statement, a mortgage statement and a brokerage account 
statement (see paras 0057). 

Re claim 38. Moore further discloses a network-implemented system of targeting 
savings comprising: at least one customer computing device operatively coupled to a 
network for operation by at least one user; at least one central bank computing device 
operatively coupled to the network for operation by at least one financial institution, 
each of the central bank computing device and the customer computing device being 
configured and arranged to establish a communications and data exchange link with 
one another through the network (see fig.1 ); the central bank computing device being 
programmed to transmit to the customer computing device a request format for the user 
to target savings deposits (i.e., automatic value transfer to a savings account, See 
paras 0044), the request format being a part of a debit statement the financial institution 
provides to the user (see paras 0043); the central bank computing device being 
programmed to receive the request format the customer computing device transmits to 
the central bank computing device, the request format being composed by the user 
using the customer computing device and including data the user designates (i.e., 
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enrollment form page that presents account owner with a variety of data entry boxes to 
accept infomiation about the user, see paras 0045); and the central bank computing 
device being further programmed to receive the request format with a debit payment to 
the financial institution the customer computing device transmits to the central bank 
computing device (see paras 0045). 

Re claims 39, 40-51. Moore further discloses the system wherein the data the user 
designates includes a total dollar amount of money to be saved (see paras 0045, 0047, 

0054, 0057). 

Re claims 57-60, 64-66, and 68-73. Moore further discloses the system further 
comprising the central bank computing device being programmed to receive an 
acceptance of the at least one targeted savings plan the user transmits to the central 
bank computing device using the customer computing device (see paras 0045, 0047 
and 0054). 

Re claim 74. Moore further discloses the system the debit statement includes one or 
more of a credit card statement, a mortgage statement and a brokerage account 
statement (see paras 0057). 

Re claims 75, 76-78. Moore further discloses a method of targeting savings comprising: 
providing a request format to a user to target savings deposits (i.e., automatic value 
transfer to a sayings account, See paras 0044), the request format being a part of a 
debit statement a financial institution provides to the user in an electronic form using 
computing means configured to access and to establish a communications link with a 
network (see paras 0043); composing a request to target savings deposits using the 
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request format (i.e., enrollment form page that presents account owner with a variety of 
data entry boxes to accept infomiation about the user, see paras 0045), the request 
including data the user designates; and sending the request format to the financial 
institution (see paras 0045). 

Re claims 79, 81-83. Moore further discloses a method of targeting savings comprising: 
providing a request fomiat to a user configured to target savings deposits (i.e., 
automatic value transfer to a savings account. See paras 0044), the request fonmat 
being a part of a statement a financial institution provides to the user (see paras 6043); 
composing a request to target savings deposits using the request format (I.e., 
enrollment form page that presents account owner with a variety of data entry boxes to 
accept information about the user, see paras 0045), the request including data the user 
designates; and sending the request format to the financial institution (see paras 0045). 
Re claims 80. Moore further discloses the method wherein the statement includes one 
of a credit card account statement, a mortgage account statement, a brokerage account 
statement, a checking account statement and a savings account statement (see paras 
0057). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 15-17, 23-25, 30, 52-54, 61-63, 67, 84, 85-95 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moore in view of Lancaster et al (Lancaster 

hereinafter, PUB NO.: 2002/0194094). 

Re claims 15-17, 23-25, 30. Moore does not explicitly disclose the method wherein the 
at least one savings plan includes a rate of return the financial institution pays on the 
balance of the one or more periodic savings deposits. However, Lancaster makes that 
disclosure (see fig. 6a). Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine the teachings of Moore and Lancaster to provide maximum utility and 
benefit to the customers, while also providing a rate of return and benefit to the financial 
institution. 

Re claims 52-54, 61-63 and 67. Moore does not explicitly disclose the system wherein 
the at least one targeted savings plan includes a rate of return the financial institution 
pays on a balance of the one or more periodic savings deposits. However, Lancaster 
makes that disclosure (see fig.Ba). Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Moore and Lancaster to provide maximum 
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utility and benefit to the customers, while also providing a rate of return and benefit to 
the financial institution. 

Re claim 84, 85-95. Moore further discloses the method wherein the targeted savings 
data includes at least one of a target dollar amount of money to be saved, a purpose for 
saving a target dollar amount of money, a target date by which a target dollar amount of 
money is to be saved, an amount of a periodic targeted savings deposit, a balance of 
periodic targeted savings deposits paid (see paras 0045, 0047, 0054, 0057) 
except for a rate of return on a balance of periodic targeted savings deposits paid. 
However, Lancaster discloses a rate of return on a balance of periodic targeted savings 
deposits paid (see fig.6a). Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of Moore and Lancaster to provide maximum utility and 
benefit to the customers, while also providing a rate of return and benefit to the financial 
institution. 

5. Claims 18-19 and 55-56, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Moore. 

Re claims 18-19. Moore does not explicitly disclose the method wherein the at least 
one targeted savings plan includes a designation of one or more types of securities the 
financial institution purchases with the one or more periodic savings deposits. However, 
the examiner is taking official that a designation of one or more types of securities the 
financial institution purchases with the one or more periodic savings deposits. For 
example, Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) allows the plan participants to engage in deposits 
contribution allocation by designating one or more types of securities the financial 
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institution purchases with the one or more periodic savings deposits. Thus it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate what is old and well known 
in the art into Moore to give customers control over how their savings deposits is 
invested. 

Re claims 55-56. Moore does not explicitly disclose the system wherein the at least one 
targeted savings plan includes a designation of one or more types of securities the 
financial institution purchases with the one or more periodic savings deposits. However, 
the examiner is taking official that a designation of one or more types of securities the 
financial institution purchases with the one or more periodic savings deposits. For 
example, Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) allows the plan participants to engage in deposits 
contribution allocation by designating one or more types of securities the financial 
institution purchases with the one or more periodic savings deposits. Thus it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate what is old and well known 
in the art into Moore to give customers control over how their savings deposits is 
invested. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OJO O. OYEBISI whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-8298. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30A.M-5:30P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ABDI, KAMBIZ can be reached on (571)272-6702. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




